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This book is the product of a joint initiative organized by Ipea and the Forum 
of Federations. This initiative is based on the Technical Cooperation Agreement 
number 5, signed on July 16th, 2015, between Ipea and the Forum, facilitated 
by the Secretariat for Federative Affairs (SAF) of the Government Secretariat of 
the Presidency of the Republic of Brazil. Brazil has been a member country of 
the Forum of Federations since 2008. The Forum’s lead liaison partner within the 
Federal Republic of Brazil is the Secretariat of Federative Affairs.

Not only did the Technical Cooperation Agreement number 5 propose publishing 
studies such as this book, but it also proposes other cooperation efforts, a number of 
which have materialized in the last three years. One of the biggest achievements among 
these efforts is the establishment of the Forum of Federations office inside Ipea, which 
made possible the exchange of technical missions, the organization of joint events, 
among other activities. 

The initial idea of this book was to gather some of the most important 
Brazilian experts on Federalism. Many of these experts have been long-term 
collaborators of the Forum and have contributed with studies and expertise to 
the Forum’s work. It was also the objective of this book to mark and celebrate 
the thirty-year anniversary of the Brazilian Constitution, enacted in 1988.

There is a strong, unforeseen thematic convergence between the articles 
in this book. A number of them discuss the role of municipalities in Brazilian 
federalism. Details of our country’s federative model are studied and the book 
demonstrates possible benefits of decentralization, but also takes challenges and 
potential improvement of the system into consideration. Federative conflict and 
imbalance, competition between government tiers, the dilemma of municipal tax 
collection, the signifiers of authority distribution and the political engineering of 
Brazilian federalism are the main topics of the articles in the book.

In conclusion, the book consolidates the interinstitutional agreement between 
SAF, Ipea and the Forum of Federations. It also shows the path for future studies 
on Brazilian federalism, discussing its potential development and improvement. 
At the same time, international experience brought by the Forum of Federations 
enriches the book’s discussion of the Brazilian federative model.
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